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Departments to offer alternative perspectives and robust challenge. This is particularly 
important where a multi-disciplinary view is required. 

8. Whilst the Committee is focusing on horizon scanning, which typically means the 
assessment of longer-term opportunities and risks (Jon Day’s report defined the 
timescale as ‘beyond the Parliamentary term’), it could also be useful to have a directory 
of identified experts with security pre-clearance who could be called together at short-
notice to deal with emergencies or situations demanding an especially short time-frame. 
We understand that the Government’s Chief Scientific Adviser is interested in developing 
such a directory and we suggest that this could be considered alongside work to develop 
the horizon scanning network of contacts. 
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